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/ I HEARD 
f THERE WAS 
A TERROR 
ATTACK LATE 
AT NIGHT IN 
AKIHABARA... 


...AND 
NOW SOME 
UNKNOWN 
MASSIVE 
WEAPON 
APPEARED? 
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THE MINISTRY 
OF DEFENSE 
HAS BROUGHT 
ME IN AS A 
CONSULTANT. 



THOUGH Wmm 

x^MiNfREAilny ^m 

\fW&NlEX}GUlUDl 

BSMEMBERWHOm 

l^mWORKEDll N^ 

Yme,S T ERTM A R,E?s\ 

4 tCOMM UNICATIONS) 
mMDERARtMENTM 


X I'M NOT'fr^ 

^CONSULTANT / 
/HIRED BXfTHE 
/'MINIS TRY/ BUTS’ 
^rM.USING/W 
^THISYMOMENTA 

mklpj^ATHER f/V 
MneormationA 
WkWiHELRfoUT \ 
YMEISTERmARIE. 


AS YOU 
KNOW, THE I 
SITUATION IS 
SERIOUS. 


mm 



CAPITAL defense cannon 


TTH SOuADRON 


I ...AND, ' 

LIKE THE 
RECENT TERROR 
INCIDENT IN 
AKIHABARA, 
OUR COUNTRY'S 
FORCES HAVE 
BEEN UTTERLY 
POWERLESS 
AGAINST IT, 

AS IT HAS 
\ ANNH1LATED 
\ THEM. / 


MASSIVE AND 
MYSTERIOUS 
WEAPON HAS 
RISEN FROM 
RIGHT UNDER 
TOKYO... 


GAPItXl arUAKD 





































IPiijpplpplf UM... 


| you 


/-"“‘"-J CAN'T 

iiiiiif just 

mm SAY IT'S 

HIIIMiyr FUTILE. 

■s 

Ilf THERE'S 
lijjf GOT JO 
_ BE SOME- . 

if! THING WE |=rrsi 
CAN DO/ 1 



/ 


IT'S A 
OF A' 

ER ifKf Al\M 

ORD 

WHEN ( 
AKIHAE 
ISN'T E 
FUNCI 

5RID /ff - 

SARA 

EVEN pM u/f 

'ion- . X ^mm0 g 






























































































































URGENT 
ACTION IS 
NEEDED/ 


IF WE 
ALLOW GRID 
AKIHABARA 
TO SIT 
DISABLED, 
IT'S ONLY A 
MATTER OF 
TIME BEFORE 
IT STARTS 
TO AFFECT 
THE OTHER 
GRIDS... 














































































YOUR 

EXCEL¬ 

LENCY! 


ANYONE 
' THINKING * 
ABOUT IT' 
i : OBJECTIVELY,i 
(SHOULD-BE S 
ABLE TO 
SEE THAT. 


RESO¬ 
LUTION 
OF THE 
CURRENT 
I CRISIS I 
SHOULD I 


YOU'RE 
WASTING 
OUR TIME! 


THOUGHT 
' THESE . 
(POLITICIANS: 
ALL 

(GRADUATED 
(FROM)TOP t \ 
( SCHOOL SF i\| 


RWIWPS OF 

mmmmt 
vm mr 
mmw. 
m mv m 
AUTHORIZATION 
TO? WF IT 
NOWf 


BUT TH'MK 
OF WHAT 
peoPLe 
WOULP 
6AV... 


elt /r 

W7LZ. EE 
WE S4/ME 
IF WE DO 
NOTHING! 


OUR 


TOP 


PRIORITY 
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THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF 
EXCUSES WE 
CAN MAKE, 
JUST AS 
LONG AS WE 
TAKE CARE 
OF THIS/ 



































































THAT 
SORT OF 
DISHONESTY 
WAS THE 
DOWNFALL 
OF THE 
PREVIOUS 
ADMINISTRA¬ 
TION! 
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•\\\ 7f ruw 'JZ'sj/ 

IsWONDER'£HOW 

^MAN >0f=}fyESE i 

\ REORLlE{KNp wl 

MfftWWTtizM 


JUST TO 
MAKE IT 
CLEAR, 
SIR, I WAS 
HIRED AS A 
CONSULTANT 
ON CLOCK¬ 
WORK. 


I AM 
NOTAN 
EXPERT ON 
ELECTRO¬ 
MAGNETICS. 


















I READ 

J THE REPORT 
CAREFULLY, 
■ AND THAT 

v WAS THE 

ONLY 

sj POSSIBLE 
CONCLUSION. 


vr oh? 

/ YOU 

I DIDN'T 

THAT'S KNOW? 
WHY 

AKIHABARA 
HAS GONE 
OUT OF A 
SERVICE... p-' 


HOW 
WOULD 
WE HAVE 
KNOWN 
THAT?! 


IS 

THIS 

RELI¬ 

ABLE 

INTEL 


BUT 

ELECTRO¬ 
MAGNETIC 
TECHNOLOGY 
WOULD 
VIOLATE 
THE I.S.S. 
AGREEMENT, 
WOULDN'T IT? 





you 


MEAN 


IT'S 


...? 
























































































IN THE 
WORLD SO 
FASTIDIOUS 
AS TO 
TAKE THAT 
AGREEMENT 






















































SmiFprHEm 

MOBllJiZ AfiONl 

oFf&jsmg 

i ELECTROjM 
MA GNETicm 


■pgsf : 

m UJNDERf rHE 

\ go& rnmentM 

{sMervisionM 
































































[siUrerweAron I 

WasideTweM 

MMWERE Nrfmi 

MFaW ingionm 
w^MB^bamw 
WETiT INGj Sfrim 
■-■-DOWN. M 


mwA W^ rp cTHE-< j 
ELECTROMAGNETIC. 
FIELD, rVE LOSjm 
TOUCH\WITRlffERm 


SHOULD I 
ASSUME 
THE 

MISSION 
WAS A 
FAILURE, 
THEN...? 
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EVERY¬ 

THING'S 

BROKEN? 


EVERY¬ 

THING'S 

BROKEN. 


SHALL 
I SPELL 
IT OUT IN 
DETAIL 
FOR YOU? 



































EVERY¬ 

THING'S 

MAGNE¬ 

TIZED. 


WE CAN'T 
EVEN GET 
OUT OF 
THIS ROOM. 



WHAT. 


2G 


















































ANCHOR. 


EVEN 

THE 

DISEM¬ 

BODIED 

GUY... 


OLD MAN 
HALTER. 
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' WHILE 

you 

PISSED 

AND 

MOANED, 
By THE 

my... 


YMreasoni 

WSHEJGOTj 

wSkoT? /. 


4G 





























































































































A LAST 
RESORT... 


METAL 
GEARS 
MELT WHEN 
YOU HEAT 



48 





















































49 



























I KIND 
OF HAD A 
FEELING, SO 
I PUT RYUZU 
ON THE COLD 
FLOOR/ 


DADDY. 


YOU'RE 

AfTlAZinG. 


1 ALL IN A 
DAY'S WORK 
TAKING 
CARS OF MY 
DAUGHTER! 


HOW DID PRETTY 
NAOTO AMAZING 
KNOW 
FROM THE 
START 
THAT 

RYUZU AND 
ANCHOR 
WERE , 

OKAY? 


BUT... 
YOU GDT 
BURnED. 


DOESm 
IT HURT? 


AND HE JUST 
"KIND OF HAD 
A FEELING"? 

SO HE LET 
HIMSELF GET 
SEVERELY 
BURNED TO 
MOVE RYUZU 
FROM THE 
MELTED 
FLOOR? 





































AJRBSO I 

1mm 

NamBM 





















I AND 
WAIT FOR 
MEISTER 
KONRAD. 





































TO 

UEN O' 








WHAT?A 

I LOST 

WORKSHOP? 

CONSCIOUSNESS 

A MEETING 

IN AKIHABARA, 

PLACE? 

RIGHT? 







V- 
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;@loclc*z / ;otartl 
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G2 







































































































































































































G4 























































































































GONNA 
BORROW 
YOUR 
STAGE, 
OKAY, 
OLD MAN? 


YOU KNOW 
THAT 
MASSIVE 
WEAPON 
MIGHT GET 
MOVING 
ANYTIME?' 


NO, IT 
WON'T. 



































IT USED 
UP ALL ITS 
ENERGY 
FOR THE 
E.M.P. IN 
AKIHABARA. 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHY, 
BUT IT'S 
CONSUMING 
ABOUT lO 
PERCENT OF 
ITS ENERGY 
AS IT WINDS 
BACK UP. 


WE HAVE,,. 
ABOUT 66 
AND A HALF 
HOURS UNTIL 
IT GETS ALL 
THE WAY 
BACK. IT'S 
NOT DOING 
ANYTHING 
UNTIL THEN. 
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WHAT-ARE 
YOU SAYING 
IT CAME FROM 
THE GROUND 
JUST TO 
MAKE THE 
GOVERNMENT 
SELF- 

DESTRUCT?! 


IT'S AS IF 
A QUEEN 
SUDDENLY 
ROSE FROM 


LOOK AT HOW 
MANY TREATIES 
THAT THING'S 
GOTTA VIOLATE, 
AND IF IT CAME 
FROM JAPAN, 
THAT MEANS 
THE JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT'S 
IN BIG TROUBLE. 


WHAT ARE 
THESE 
GUYS 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 
HOW DO 
THEY 
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IF THAT THAT... 

THING /S NOT 

GETS FUNNY. 

MOVING 
AGAIN... 
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V'H'l ' you Ml\ 

J^raii 

7 \ SHELTERED; 

/ SI ' PRINCESS.I 

n\ a x \ \F 

THIS ISN'T \ r 
SOME CIVILIAN \\ 

/ ACT-OF / \ \ \\ 

INDISCRIMINATE } j PNN 
TERRORISTIC // */ > 

k ^CARNAGE.^ A 


ROWER F 
IjflG TRUGGllE i 
ISINjT I-lEllNNERjl 

»« flRCL f E. 4 | 

I WBM A COUP 
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I 

CAN'T. 

I 

CAN'T. 


THE ONLY 
ANSWER I 
CAN FIND — 
IS THIS: 




IF I COULD 
JUST GET 
MY EYES 
FOCUSED 
ON THE 
FUTURE 
LIKE 
NAOTO... 


IF I 
COULD 
JUST 
FIND 
THE 
RIGHT 
ANSWER 
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Z3» 



YOU THINK A 
TERRORIST 
THEY'RE 
PROBABLY 
ASKING 
FOR DEAD- 
OR-ALIVE 
RIGHT NOW 
SHOULD BE 
STROLLING 
AROUND 
SHOPPING? 
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.CUfk oil 

WKtff? 


DADDY.. 


YOU’RE 
SO CUTE! 




Clock' 28 : Probe 





















































































































/ I ' 
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i^TF 
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WELL. 


WHAT 
CAN I 
SAY... 


m&uRm 

WTERRORl 

WAT[rAek\ 

WeOTgTHEj 

WPEOPIjEJ 

WoUTjSOM 

Wmf HEyM 

WWERENm 

mHQRTm 

g§ BYgiTHEit 

WEAPON... 


%h€?INtTHAT 
> SENSE/IT 
WASN'T IN 

v> '. > m ^; 


Wl^JUST; 

foAN'ir ... 


WE JUST V,...BUT NOWM 
, END/UP^ MIT'S GOMINGM 
\ HELPJNG / /gAC^ lM 
\ THE PLOT AGAINST USU 
V OFTHEf>j%/AS : lTGIVESm 
GRID SHIGA f obVER TO \THe 1 
\ ARMED\M ■ GOVERNM ENTS 
FORCESjJlwk J / l itil 












































































UH- 
HUH? 

WHAT? 

















































mommy... 



IDS 
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RIGHT. 

ALL OF THE 
GRIDS ARE 
INTEGRAL. 

IF THEY 
DROP GRID 
AKIHABARA, 
NOT JUST 
TOKYO, BUT 
ALL OF JAPAN 
WILL BE IN 
DANGER. 


GRID 

AKIHABARA 
IS AN 
INTEGRAL 
PART 
OF THE 
MULTIPLE 
GRID. 


IT'S 

THAT 

CRITI 

CAL. 


SO THEY 
CAN'T 
PURGE IT 
RIGHT? 
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' -• 

he WAsnM 

mmK/p^weWi 


I'M GONNA 4 
PUT THE I 
JERKS 
WHO DID 
THIS TO MY 
WIFE AND 
DAUGHTER 2 
IN A POT I 


...AND 

BOIL 

THEM! 
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MISS 

HOSHINOMiyA- 
DID you 
SUMMON 
ME? 


COMMONLY 
KNOWN A5 
AMANO 
MIHA5HIRA. 


Clock 29: Plot 


THE 

HORO- 

LOGICAL 

CONTROL 

TOWER. 
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TO SEIZE 
CONTROL 
OF AN 

ENTIRE CIT/ 
GRID AND 
DO WITH 
IT AS ONE 
PLEASES IS 
A WORK OF 
IMPOSSI¬ 
BILITY. 


I KNOW OF 
ONLY ONE 
CLOCKSMITH 
WITH SKILLS 
CAPABLE OF 
fmru a peat 




SHE IS ALIVE, 
SOMEWHERE 
IN TOKYO. 

























































































































































































ALL 

THESE 

CLOCK¬ 

WORK 

PARTS 

DEFYING 

GRAVITY. 


THEY'RE <■ 
NOT REALLY, 

BUT THEY'RE 
FLYING SO 
FAST AS SHE h 

Ol ITC TUCAA J 


PUTS THEM 
BACK 

TOGETHER... 
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IT'S NOT 1 
LIKE you 
SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO GET 
REPLACE¬ 
MENT PARTS 
FOR RYUZU. 
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if mEmmADW, 

WrBAKISH W>BHSES\ 

WlweTnaoto's... 


■■■■Kg 


I'D MAKE USB 
OF EVERY BIT 
OF THEM! 









Hr now ' 

mM did you 
Wm do it 

^T-HEN? 



/ DIDN'T 

- J you fix 
M Ryuzu 
m youR- 
%\ SELF? 

WAIT, 

HEy. 

,w, ^ 

A W" "*) A]7 

i t \J}/ \' 

it i 1 
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do you 

KNOW 
WHAT KIND 
OF PLACE 
yOU'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 











































































m}jPoT's\ ■ 

f^AKINABARA. 

\ THE \\\m 

KINDLING'S 
AMA NO 
MIHASHIRA. 













































































































m m mu 



THE 

WAND 

OF 

THOR. 


THE ULTIMATE 
SPACE-TO- 
EARTH 
WEAPON 
OF MA55 
DESTRUCTION, 
CONSTRUCTED 
WITH THE 
THEORY OF THE 
OLD ERA. 


STRUCTURED 
SIMPLY TO 
DROP A BAR 
OF HEAVY 
METAL FROM 
A SATELLITE... 



...BUT THEY 
SAY IT HAS 
THE POWER TO 
EASILY REDUCE 
AN ENTIRE 
CITY TO 
RUBBLE. 


NEVER 
BEEN 
DEPLOYED 
IN THE 
REAL 
WORLD... 



I5S 




























































WE 

OF THE 
ARMED 
FORCES 
WILL BE 
LEADING 
THE 

CABINET 
UNTIL 
THIS IS 
OVER. 
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1GD 
























































SIR, 

I'D 

LIKE 

TO 

ASK 

SOME¬ 

THING! 


HOW IS IT 
THAT CERTAIN 
UNITS OF 
THE ARMED 
FORCES 
WERE 
ORDERED 
TO PREPARE 
FOR COMBAT 
UNDERNEATH 
TOKYO TWO 
WEEKS AGO? 


NO ONE 
SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
FORESEE 
THAT A 
SUPER¬ 
WEAPON 
WOULD 
EMERGE 
FROM 
UNDER 
TOKYO! 


WHAT 

ARE 

you 

TRYING 

TO 

SAY? 


1G1 














































































THE COUP 
D'ETAT, 


THERE'S 
NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT... 


WHAT 

SORT 

OF 

NON¬ 

SENSE 

ARE 

YOU...? 


YOU APPEAR 
TO HAVE 
LEARNED OF 
THE SITUATION 
BEFOREHAND. 
WHICH WOULD 
IMPLY THAT 
YOU ARE 
CONNECTED 
WITH THE 
ENEMY, JUST 
LIKE THE 
PRIME 
MINISTER. 


IG2 






























IG3 












































































THIS 

is yu 

KARA- 

SAWA. 


FEBRUARY 9, 
7:20 PM. 


NOW 
PURSU¬ 
ING TO 
UNCOVER 
CONNEC¬ 
TIONS. 


OH, AND 
WHILE I'M 
AT IT, I'LL 
SEE WHAT 
THE ARMED 
FORCES ARE 
DOING NEXT, 
MEISTER 
MARIE. 


IN THE 
RULING PART/ 
HQ IN GRID 
KASUMIGASEKI. 
FOUND A 
PERSON WHO 
DOES NOT 
BELONG 
TO THE 
GOVERNMENT. 













IG5 
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...BUT 
IT SURE 
AS HELL 
WOULD FEEL 
AWESOME, 
WOULDN'T 
IT?! 


you 

suys ARE 
SERIOUSLy 
HOPELESS 
IDIOTS. 


BUT... 




















































...I'M TUB 
SAMB KIND 
OF IDIOT 
AS you. 



















LET'S 
DO IT/ 




























































THEPROSPECTOF 
TOKYO'S TOTAL COLLAPSE 
FEELS INCREASINGLY 
REAL AS RIOTS AND PANIC 
BREAK DOT ACRDSS THE 
MOLTIPLE BRIO 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
LOST THE POWER TO 
CONTROL THESITOATION. 





AKIHABARAHAS 
LOSTFONCTIONALITY, J 
WHILE THE WEAPON 1 
REMAINS ENCAMPED 
IN THE GRID. 


rfri m rmt 




























































































my, my... 

WHAT A 
COMMOTION. 


Clock 30: Fault 








































































FEBRUARY B 


ID. IZ PM 


..AND THE 
REQUEST 
TO USE 
THE WAND 
OF THOR 
STILL 
STANDS. 





































































































































































your 

IMPERIAL 

HIGHNESS 

HOUKO 

HOSHh 

NOMIYA! 

















































































































































































...do you 
KNOW WHAT 
AUTHORITY 
IS? 

































































































/ ONE 

/ MIGHT 

/ ALSO 

IT IS A NOTE ' 
FOOL WHO 
FORCES 

his my 

INTO THE 
IMPERIAL 
PALACE IN 
A FIT OF i! 
PASSION. / 


ONE WHO 
SPENDS 
HIS TIME 
CAUSING 
UNREST 
WHILE A 
CLEAR 
THREAT 
LOOMS, 
I'M AFRAID, 
DOES NOT 
MERIT 
CONSIDER- 
k ATION. 


BUT I 

RECOGNIZE 
THAT yOU 
HAVE YOUR 
OWN 

FEELINGS 

AND 

OBLIGATIONS. 


PLEASE 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT I HAVE 
My OWN 
FEELINGS AND 
OBLIGATIONS 
AS WELL. 


THEy > 
WILL NOT 
BEND.^ 










































i tm 
OPPOSITION 
TWAINS 
APAMANT, 
TOUR tmiPfff At 
highness, 


I AM 

mmv 
to #mt 
M MATO 
p/forcf. 


/ 7 -v 
CLENCH 


THAT 
IS OUT 
OF My 
HANDS. 


DO AS 
you WILL, 
CAPTAIN. 


FEB¬ 
RUARY lO, 
6:00 AM 































...WE'LL 
BE BACK IN 
FORCE. 


FEBRUARY ID 



5:5Z AM 





















































BUT THE 
SURVIVAL OF 
THE NATION IS 
AT STAKE... 
THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN 
WE HAVE TO 
BEND WHAT'S 
RIGHT TO 
DO WHAT'S 
NEEDED. 


OF 
COURSE IT 
CAN'T BE 
RIGHT TO 
POWER 
BY MILITARY 
MIGHT. 
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TWO 


I'/ 






































































































WHO S THE 
IDIOT WHO 
OPENED 
FIRE BEFORE 
I GAVE 
THE FINAL 
, ORDERS? 


APPARENT 

ENEMY 

ATTACK 

FROM 

BEHIND. 




THAT?/ 1 



WHO 

JUMPED 



THE 


|BM A 

OUN?I 
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DELICIOUS 





















...AS "Z/B," 
A "THE TDM YD 

INCIDENT," 
f/ THE "Z/3 
IN5UREENCE," 
DR THE 

"SAHURADAMON 
CONFERENCE ." 


THIS 

MOMENT 
WOULD 00 





























































































YK: (looking like a boxer in the tenth round) Sorry I look like this, but here I am, Yuu Kamiya! 

TH: (looking like a boxer who’s been knocked out) We just finished assigning blame for the delay in 
the novels with our fists! I’m Tsubaki Himana! 

YK: So, it’s “Say something funny” again—you got something? 

TH: Huh? You know the only time I went out this year was for the anime meetings. Why ask me? 

YK: Hmm. If hermitage on a mountaintop far from the vulgar world is enough to lead one to an 
understanding of all things, perhaps we, by secluding ourselves in our homes, may see the light... 
You seen anything? 

TH: Oh. Uh. Actually, I think I have, maybe. For instance— 

TH: I mean, this is more your bailiwick—but you know the event horizon? 

YK: ...Sorry. I don’t really feel like hitting you so hard that your consciousness goes beyond the 
observable uni— 

TH: No, I mean, we just skyped the novel editor saying, “We really don’t have anything funny,” and 
he was like, “Okay, then, shall we skip it?” You could hear the “lol.” 

YK: Yeah. And we contemplated how much we’ve suffered for this section 
and entertained idle fantasies of killing this person? 

TH: So that’s my point. My heart was swayed not in the least. (Smiles like a 
buddha.) 

YK:... 

TH: I only pondered the mysteries of the universe...specifically, what lies 
beyond that hat our editor always wears—indeed, beyond the event horizon. 

YK: Curiosity...it is a form of attachment. It may resemble enlightenment 
and yet differ fundamentally—however! Is it not the case that, 2,500 years 
ago, Gautama crossed his legs in meditation in search of the truth of this 
world? Then to behold before us a clear mystery and then to not engage with 
it, is not enlightenment, but sloth! A fatass who has lost the will to endeavor 
is nothing more than a fatass! Or rather, indeed, a farm animal! I feel that my 
scale is calling out to me as the number of kilograms it displays breaks into 
three digits. What shall we make of it?! 

TH: ...Oh ( gets it). Frankly I was considering how to run away, but now I see 
what you mean. 

YK: Yes, we see that to tear that hat from his head, take a photograph, and 
release it upon the great sea of electrons [the Internet] cannot be construed 
as retaliation or mere displacement of frustration! For it is to do just as 
Gautama taught us—to contribute to human efforts to build a tower of 
wisdom! And this, therefore, shall justify our actions without the trace of a 
doubt! 

TH: How true! “The Truth that ends all pain, the Truth that is forever True”! 

To tear off his hat might be no mean task. 

In the nearly five years we have known him, he has never removed it. 

Even in the office, none have once observed the cosmic mystery within. 

But all the more!A human must endeavor. 

TH: By the way, what do you think lies within the hat? 

YK: In descending order of odds: Baldness. Another hat. A supersymmetric unh 
Pandora’s last hope. 

TH: I’m going with Schrodinger’s cat, the primordial sea, a cockpit—or if you want to bet on the dark 
horse, a zipper. 

YK: That's dark. (Gulp.) 

TH: It's dark .(Gulp.) 

YK: Uh, so! Now that we’ve reinvigorated our resolve! By the time this goes on sale, we’ll be hard 
at work on the new novel, and the anime will be in production! We’re really hoping you’re looking 
forward to it! 

TH: So if we make it back alive, let’s meet again! 

YK: Oh, and, Kuro! Nice job on female Vermouth! 

TH: We’ve got away from that, but now I’m racking my brain trying to figure out how we can bring 
her back! 
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Your Excellency, page 6 

A number of countries, including Japan, expect government 
ministers to be addressed as “Your Excellency.” 


Someone's got to take responsibility, page 11 

In Japan, it's conventional for officials to resign after something 
goes drastically wrong. 


Ama no Mihashira, page 131 

Ama no Mihashira (“the Pillar of Heaven”) is a pillar built by 
the early gods Izanagi and Izanami on the mythical first island 
of Japan, Onogoro. They circled the pillar on opposite sides, 
met, and became one, whereupon they bore the various islands 
of Japan. 


“The truth that ends all pain,” page 202 

A famous quote from the Heart Sutra. Dwight Goddard's 1932 
translation is used here for the English version. 
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